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A Contemporary Sequel
for the Joseon - Korean Diplomatic Expeditions

The Tokugawa Shogunate invited some 500 diplomats and cultural
figures from Korea over a 200 year-period during the Edo era (1603-
1868) This project- a contemporary sequel to the Joseon expeditions
- was launched with the intention of renewing cultural exchange
programs between Japan and Korea. Starting from Seoul on August
6, 2010 with a fanfare of period music and flag waving, a crew of 20
contemporary emissaries, consisting principally of artists wearing
modern versions of traditional clothing, set out to retrace the steps of
their predecessors visiting Busan, Tsushima and Hakata along the
way. Boarding a charter boat in Shimonoseki they undertook a 14-
day sea voyage to Osaka through Japan's Inland Sea, en route
docking at the various events of the Setouchi International Arts
Festival and historical sites connected with earlier missions. They
also visited the Aichi Triennale before continuing on their way to
Yokohama. Thereafter they set out for Tsumari in Niigata prefecture.
Between April 28 and May 8th 2011, fifteen members of the Joseon
Study group undertook a tour within Korea, taking in the new art
spaces in Incheon and Gyeonggi-do and various historically linked
sites in the south and east of the Korean peninsula - Andong, Seoull,
Ulsan, Gyeongju and Daegu. While in Busan they participated in
celebrations to mark the opening of Joseon Tongsinsa Museum as
well as join in the Joseon Tongsinsa festival street parade. Despite
few visibly direct links to this period in Korea there were however
unexpected discoveries: In a village on the outskirts of Daegu they
met direct descendants of the samurai Kato Kiyomasa's
expeditionary forces. An elderly lady on the cusp of a hundred still
spoke Japanese.

The 2011 Yokohama Triennale saw the participation of Korean
groups and artists in the Shin Minato Mura project. We recreated a
replica of Busan's Japanese settlement during the Edo era. The
venue regularly hosted many of events linked to Japan and Korea.
BankART has been principally interested in this Joseon project
because of the opportunities it offers to broaden the cultural
exchanges between individual communities in both nations. Each
participating city and group mobilises their individual and cultural
assets so as to welcome in their own particular manner their
overseas guests, thus creating the basis for continuing and mutual
exchanges. In stark contrast to the idea of a centralised state
prevalent after the late Edo period, we are more interested in creating
links with autonomous regional authorities - heralding as such the
age of the autonomous city.

Even during this brief 20-day voyage we could catch a glimpse of the
nascent links between such independent minded and affluent cities.
The question remains as to how to proceed with the project. The
initial two years - between 2010 -12 - served as a preparatory phase.
In 2012, we will concentrate on the Tokaido section of the route. Our
plan for 2013 is to revisit the Seto Inland Sea with the ultimate aim of
increasing the scale of the project tenfold every three years. Over a
period of nine years, we would like to see number of participants rise
to the then 500 Korean delegation accompanied with the crew of
almost 4,000 people. Notwithstanding the numerous logistical
obstacles - selection procedures, accommodation in Tsumari,
Yokohama and Seoul, funding and the various legal and social
hurdles - we are determined to carefully plot the route ahead without
racing into the challenges and continue with our rigorous day-to-day
activates and planning.



