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A Contemporary Sequel for the Joseon
- Korean diplomatic expeditions

The Tokugawa Shogunate invited about 500 diplomats and
cultural figures from Korea over a 200 year-period during the
Edo era. (1603-1868) Setouchi (Seto Inland Sea) was one of
the principal halting sites during their sojourn in Japan. Starting
out from Seoul, they visited Busan, Tsushima, Iki and Shimono-
seki from where they sailed into the Setouchi. In what must
have been a joyous occasion, they sailed into the calm waters
of an inland sea after the turbulent waves encountered while
crossing the Korean straits. In addition to the area's diverse flora
and fauna, the delegation's members were delighted with the
Daimyos' (territorial lords) hospitality and welcome wherever
they docked. Setouchi was to become the nexus for these
cross - cultural exchanges so mutually beneficial in terms of
bilateral relationships.

We, at Team BankART Setouchi, in collaboration with the
Setouchi International Art Festival 2010 would like to develop
this idea of cultural exchanges between Korea and Japan, in
what might be described as the contemporary equivalent of
these Korean diplomatic and cultural expeditions. As in previous
centuries, the journey begins in Seoul, before subsequently
visiting those cities in the Setouchi area historically connected
with the erstwhile missions. On each step of our journey, we
will organise cultural communication programs. \We would also
like to broaden the focus of the original mission, by collaborat-
ing with other cities interested in participating in the project,
even though they might not be historically connected.

For the period 2010-2013, we would like to put the project on a
solid footing: for detailed research, exchange programmes,
along with the creation of networks, financial support, as well
as technical and logistical preparation. Ultimately, we would
like to realise the project in 2019-- whereby we would gather
about 500 people to retrace the steps in an enhanced contem-
porary sequel of the original Joseon expeditions.

For 2010, we would like to start from what is currently feasible.
Over a twenty-day period members of the BankART1929 team,
along with our Korean counterparts, will retrace the journey
taken by the earlier expeditions. This year's main subjects
include the Flag, Music and Costume of both cultures. Initially
we will concentrate on those locations historically connected
with the earlier missions, and visit those islands hosting events
for the Setouchi Inland Sea International Arts Festival.

For 2011, the research will be continued about the route
between Osaka and Yokohama, followed by the one between
Seoul and Busan for 2012. Then for 2013 we would like to
organize the exchange of over 50 people. After we continue to
do research for the extended area of Osaka to Kanto district in
2014 and for Seoul to Busan in 2015, for 2016 we would like to
invite about 100 people of cultural figures and creators. After
preparing for two years, eventually in 2019 we would like to
realize the 500 people's exchange program.



