Mio Shirai

1988: Graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts of the Tokyo University of Arts
1993:Participated in the Asia Foundation's American Japanese Exchange
Programme (New York)

Shirai has been active on the arts scene since the late 1980s. From the outset, her
work attracted attention particularly for her use of ready-made goods and also
the defiant nature of her conceptual installations, which embody a provocative
questioning of commonplace consciousness. In her latest work "The Trilogy for
Art", comical elements are evident, underpinning a multi-dimensional aspect
to her creative process. Principal Exhibitions: 7th Indian Triennale, "The Silent
Passion" (Tochigi Prefectural Museum), "Bolande, Dopitova, Rist, Shirai" (Prague
Municipal Museum), "Kunst Heimat Kunst" Kunstler Haus, Graz, Austria, Echigo
Tsumari Art Triennale, 2008 Artists' Fair (The National Art Center, Tokyo)
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Residency Approach : A Mad Tea Party

The analogies between the adventures of Alice in Lewis Carroll's Alice and
Wonderland and the Japanese mission as it first set foot on English soil some 150
years ago are striking. A local theatre group will make a video with Alice played
by Shirai, inspired by the chapter in which Alice attends the Mad Tea Party. Filming
will take place in historical buildings and gardens actually frequented by Carroll.
Costumes and music will be contributed by the Japanese artists underpinning the
joint Anglo-Japanese nature of the collaboration.
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Erika Tan

Born in 1967 in Singapore, this London based artist and curator has a particular
interest in anthropology and images of people at work. She freely uses different
medias in her creations, within specific cultural, geographical and physical
contexts. A characteristic of her works is their incisive force: they provoke a
response from the spectator. Principal Exhibitions: "Thermokline of Art (ZKM
Germany), Singapore Biennale 2006, "Around the world in 80 days" (South London
Gallery /ICA London), "East International”(Norwich Gallery), "Cities on the Move"
(Hayward Gallery, London), "Incommunicado" (Hayward Travelling Exhibition)
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Residency Approach : Through the Looking Glass and Roland Barthe’s
fantastical Empire of Signs

Continuing her interest in approaching each new work as a new encounter with
location, situation, people and expectations, Erika starts her project with the
an eclectic range of references: an 1860's British Admiralty map of Edo Bay and
its Japanese equivalent; an anthropological account of Japanese society titled:
Through the Looking Glass and Roland Barthe's fantastical Empire of Signs. Just as
Ibn Battuta's journal A Gift to Those Who Contemplate the Wonders of Cities and
the Marvels of Travelling, becomes more of a fiction then a factual account of his
13th century travels, Erika will explore the merging of the observational and the
choreographed in a series of videos and photographs.

As part of her project here, Erika is making a video work of Yokohama and would
like to work with local people. She is looking for people to perform in her video.
This could be something extra special like body popping, playing in a band, singing
and equally it could be something skilled like calligraphy or lkebana, it could be
baseball or skateboarding, but also she is interested in people who would be
happy to participate in more normal everyday things, perhaps you're interested in
video making and would like to experience working on a small art production?
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/sLab (Sunderland Digital Media Research Lab), University of Sunderland.

The University of Sunderland is held in high esteem for its pedagogic and research methods, notably in biology,
physiology, pharmacology, media studies and nursing science. The university itself has played a determining role in
the economic life of England's northeastern region, and holds strong links with local industry and business. /sLab has
provided logistic support for artists in the form of residences, exhibition space, and publications. Since its conception its
role has been both that of a nexus for contemporary artists, and a supportive one for up-and-coming artists. Alongside

promoting collaborations with reputable foreign artists, sLab spearheads projects in its state-of-the-art digital media
production facility, thereby fostering a wide network of contacts on a national and international level among galleries,
cultural organisations and institutions. www.slab.uk.net

Sunderland

Located in county of Tyne and Weer in northeastern England, Sunderland is a 3 hour train journey from London's King's
Cross. For those travelling from Japan, the point of entry is Newcastle International Airport. An underground train
link connects the airport to Sunderland city, the trip taking approximately one hour. With a population of 280,000,
Sunderland has always prided itself in its world-class dockyards, as the city's port and its environs were formerly the hub
of England's shipbuilding. Glass manufacturing industry was also a prominent industry. This northern coastal industrial
region also boasts many fine seaside resorts.

BankART 1929

BankART1929 is one of the spearhead projects instigated by Yokohama city in its drive to reutiilise the city's historical
edifices and harbour facilities as part of the regeneration plan for the downtown area. Starting on an experimental
basis in March 2004, BankART1929 made the transition to an up-and-running enterprise in 2006. It centres round
BankART1929, which formerly housed the Daiichi Gingko Bank, and BankART NYK, which was once the warehouse
belonging to the NYK LINE, BankART1929 provides a public platform for art exhibitions, architecture, performances,
music and symposia. It houses several studios, a school, a café, and workshop spaces. Project coordination and
promotion feature among its primary activities. On a yearly basis it oversees some 650 different projects. Figuring
among its numerous satellite operations and venues are: BankART Sakura-so, BankART Kamome-so (residency venue),
BankART Kinkoshitu, Honcho Experimental Art Gallery and BankART Tsumari.

Yokohama city

With a population of 3,600,000, Yokohama is located in central Japan and one of the 17 cities given special rights by
Japanese government ordinance. Following the signing of a commercial treaty in 1858 with America, Holland, Russia,
Great Britain and France, Yokohama opened its port to foreign vessels from 1859. It has since thrived as a center of
foreign trade and in more recent years the heavy chemical industries have developed in its environs. In 2009, the city
celebrates the 150th anniversary of port opening.
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